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Good morning. On behalf of the National Endowment for Democracy, I welcome you to this discussion on “Safeguarding Journalists and Independent Media in Hostile Environments,” in honor of World Press Freedom Day.  I would like to thank Representative Adam Schiff and Senator Richard Lugar, as well as Senator Chris Dodd and Representative Mike Pence, who co-chair the bipartisan Congressional Caucus for the Freedom of the Press, for serving as honorary co-hosts with NED this morning. In particular, I would like to express NED’s gratitude to Representative Schiff, who will speak at this morning’s event—we are very grateful for his continued support and assistance since the inception of the Center for International Media Assistance, or CIMA, in 2006, as well as the support of Senator Lugar, on whose behalf Mark Helmke, his advisor on the Foreign Relations Committee, will offer remarks.

Around the world traditional and new media are under relentless attack —whether in countries in the process of moving toward more open societies that are subtly limiting press freedoms through poorly implemented media laws or full censorship in countries with authoritarian governments. Citizens everywhere have a pressing need for free, independent and sustainable media, and NED has been supporting these efforts for over 25 years.

While NED has always supported freedom of expression projects, the Endowment’s most recent initiative, CIMA, plays a key role in fostering free and independent media by keeping the issue at the forefront of policymakers’ democracy and governance efforts. The center brings together a broad range of media experts, including policymakers, donors, implementers, and academics, with the goal of strengthening the support and improving the effectiveness of media assistance programs. To meet this goal, the Center convenes working groups, commissions research, engages the private sector, and serves as a catalyst for collaboration and innovation among those in the media development field. Through these activities, CIMA has been working hard to elevate media development as an essential component of democracy and governance efforts, and it will continue to do so in the coming years.  

Last year, the center published its inaugural, comprehensive report on international media development, entitled Empowering Independent Media: U.S. Efforts to Foster Free and Independent News Around the World, which analyzes key areas of the media development field over the last 20 years and offers recommendations to policymakers. The report has been widely cited by stakeholders such as the Knight Foundation and the State Department as providing a holistic analysis of the current state of media assistance and setting the baseline for further studies. In short, this report has sparked a renewed interest in independent media development and its centrality to democracy assistance.
In 1993, the United Nations established May 3rd as World Press Freedom Day to celebrate press freedom and its indispensable role in creating sustainable democracies around the world. World Press Freedom Day is also a day to raise awareness of violations of press freedom, including threats and attacks against journalists.

With that in mind, this morning’s panel will discuss this brutal and highly effective form of censorship—one that threatens the role of the press to serve as a watchdog against corruption and a check on the abuse of power by government officials. They will also discuss the challenge of the culture of impunity in journalists’ murders that exists in many countries, including Russia and Colombia. Despite the dedication of many journalist support organizations, including the Committee to Protect Journalists and the International News Safety Institute, which we will hear from today, journalism continues to be an extremely risky profession.

And here to provide remarks before we begin the discussion is Congressman Adam Schiff, someone who cares deeply about press freedom, and who has helped organize this event. He is a co-chair of the Congressional Caucus for the Freedom of the Press, and he also serves on the Advisory Council of the NED’s Center for International Media Assistance. And now, Congressman, I turn the podium over to you.

