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· First of all let me say what a privilege it is to be able to address the issue of the safety of journalists in this setting. It is entirely appropriate that we take up this subject, of fundamental importance to our democratic freedoms, at the legislative heart of the country which stands before the world as a bastion of free speech and enshrines freedom of the press in its constitution.

· Whenever a journalist dies in the course of their duty, another window closes on the flow of information which fuels good governance, politics and business in an interdependent world.

· America invented the global village and its reality is truer today than when Marshall McLuhan coined the term in the Sixties.  None of us can ever be truly free while journalists somewhere work in fear of their lives.

· Without news safety it is ever more difficult to meet one of the major challenges facing the international community today – the creation, through independent media, of an information and communication process embracing democratic principles that will provide conditions for peaceful development of societies, many of them wracked by poverty, social conflict and cultural rivalries.

· Yet in every corner of the world – Asia, the Middle East, Africa, Europe and the Americas – journalists and people who work with them are more threatened and more at risk than ever.

· The United States too often has paid the ultimate price for free reporting as its news men and women cover the world. We all mourned the tragic loss of Daniel Pearl, murdered by terrorists in Pakistan for daring to seek out the truth. We applaud the initiative of the Congressional Caucus for Freedom of the Press in introducing legislation to highlight and promote freedom of the press worldwide. 

· The International News Safety Institute carried out a comprehensive global survey of all news media casualties over the 10 years between 1996 and 2006. 

· We counted at least 1,000 dead in 96 countries – two a week. (Today the toll stands at more than 1,300 in 105 countries) 
Only one in four died covering war and other conflict. The great majority died in peacetime, in their own countries. They were murdered, eliminated as they tried to shine the light of truth into the dark recesses of their societies.

Only one in eight of their killers were ever prosecuted. In two-thirds of the cases the killers were not even identified -- and probably never will be – underlining the absence of full and proper investigation when a journalist is killed.

In too many countries murder has become a cheap, effective and relatively risk free means of censorship. You get rid of the immediate problem and intimidate his or her colleagues into silence.

This is the little-known price of our world news.

· We have enjoyed press freedom in our democracies for so long its fundamental importance often is forgotten. We often see only the unacceptable face of our free media. Journalists are people who rake through other folks’ garbage cans looking for a headline that sells.
· But across the globe people who have no press freedom know what it really is. They value it AND the journalists who risk their lives to get the news. 

· The International News Safety Institute is a unique coalition of news organisations – press and broadcast – journalist unions and media support groups. It was formed in 2003 in response to the rising death toll among news media professionals around the world.
· INSI provides a unique example of partnership in the development of a global strategy for combating the threat of violence and intimidation against the media.
Our members include The Associated Press, NBC, ABC, CNN and other world news organisations. 
Tom Curley, President and CEO of The Associated Press, is Honorary Chair of INSI North America, a 501(c)(3) non-profit. Chris Cramer, former head of CNN International, is our international Honorary President.

· INSI is the only global organisation solely dedicated to the issue of safety and security of journalism and the media. Journalist support groups such as the International Press Institute, the International Federation of Journalists, the World Association of Newspapers and the Committee to Protect Journalists are members, united under our safety umbrella.
· We are non-political and non-profit. We are practical and pragmatic, focusing on matters that might help stop the deadly spiral of casualties, whether caused by evil intent, ignorance, accident or carelessness.

· In our five years we have raised sufficient money from international donors to pay for free safety training for 1,162 journalists and other media staff in 19 countries. We take the training to where it’s most needed – to Iraq, to Afghanistan, to Somalia, the Middle East, Haiti, Congo, Zimbabwe and elsewhere.
· We run a website www.newssafety.org -- a one-stop-shop for safety matters.

· We set up a global hostage help network.

· We negotiate behind the scenes with international bodies and militaries to help make conflict reporting safer.

· INSI helped secure the passage through the United Nations of Security Council Resolution 1738 dealing with the safety of journalists covering conflict and addressing the issue of impunity.

· We persuaded the British military to include in its operations manual, for the first time, provisions for journalist safety in war.

· We conducted the first-ever global survey of the safety requirements of women covering life-threatening stories.

· All useful, and necessary – life-saving.

· But there is much to be done. The casualty toll remains constant. The impunity index unchanged.

· First of all we journalists must help ourselves. We must practice our profession at its highest if we are to get society on our side.
· With the economic downturn the outlook for foreign news in the United States is bleak. News outlets are searching for ways to keep the news flowing without worsening their economic situation. The reliance on foreign contract workers – part-time “stringers” who are local journalists – will increase.

· Will these outlets exercise the same duty of care for their stringers as they did for their staffers? Provide the same safety training, equipment, insurance? After all these men and women are in even greater need of protection to do their jobs. They can’t fly away at the end of a dangerous assignment – they live in it. Few people realise that if it were not for local journalists we would see and hear precious little news from Iraq.

· Ultimately we must look to governments – especially those of free and democratic nations – for really effective action to staunch the bloodshed and clear the world’s information pathways.

· We call on governments to ensure Security Council Resolution 1738 on safety and an end to impunity is respected in letter and spirit by all member states.

· Every unpunished crime against journalists disgraces the shielding countries and their friends in the democracies -- and our tolerance of that diminishes us all.
· A country’s record on murder of journalists should be factor in aid from democratic nations.  Morally, democracies have no business supporting regimes that encourage or turn a blind eye to murder of journalists. Practically, corruption negates the best aid programmes unless exposed.

· The democracies spend millions of dollars on media development projects, yet make little or no provision for safety.
· Too often your media development tax dollars are wiped out by the men with guns. Good journalists often risk violence and even death when they put their training into practice.

· All media development aid should provide for safety training.

· In this context it is heartening to note again the Daniel Pearl Freedom of the Press Act to establish an annual State Department report on the status of press freedom in every country in the world and create a grant programme aimed at broadening and strengthening the independence of journalists and media organisations. INSI stands ready to help with this effort in any way we can.
· The world news industry has not been sitting on its hands in the face of the threat. INSI members in total contribute around $50 million from their own resources to the safety of journalists, whether through direct investment in training and safety infrastructure or through humanitarian support for journalists and others who are the victims of violence.

· But this is not enough. As I noted earlier, the majority of journalists in danger fall outside the safety net of the big news organisations. If the media are to become instruments for democratic and peaceful development it is essential over coming years to elaborate a strategic process that puts safety  and security at the heart of media development work. And this will not be achieved without public funding.
· These people are INSI’s main concern.

· INSI has drawn up a programme strategy -- particularly directed at areas of conflict and transition that are currently excluded from receiving significant support -- requiring financing of only $3 million a year over five years.

· The programme involves practical actions to improve safety through training and education and provision of necessary equipment – the development of local and regional resources for sustainable safety work – and awareness-raising activities.

· It would be entirely fitting if the greatest democracy on earth were to lead by example and show the way forward. The world needs moral leadership and hard-headed commitment to change.
· The time for more words has long since passed. We hear daily the cries for help and we need to respond with effective action. But we cannot do it alone.

· What better way to make the sacrifice of a thousand journalists worthwhile than to help save the lives of a thousand who will go into danger in our name in the years to come.

Thank you
