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Good morning and thank you for joining us today. I am happy to be speaking at this event as we recognize the importance of World Press Freedom Day. 
Three years ago on World Press Freedom Day, I co-founded the bipartisan, bicameral Congressional Caucus for the Freedom of the Press with Congressman Mike Pence, Senator Chris Dodd, and Senator Dick Lugar.

This caucus has afforded me the opportunity to work with CIMA on a number of occasions and the honor of sitting on its advisory council. This is the third annual World Press Freedom Day breakfast we have hosted together on The Hill, and I am pleased to see so many people here who are committed to press freedom around the world.

Over the past two years CIMA’s staff has done an outstanding job increasing attention to the indispensable role a free and independent media plays in democratic societies.

Over the last three years, the Congressional Caucus for Freedom the Press has worked to draw attention to the issue as well.  We have hosted panels discussions like this one, written to the leaders of countries which jail journalists, impose vast censorship, and allow attacks on the press to occur with impunity; and spoken out on the House Floor and in the media to call for reforms in countries that seek to censor freedom of speech and expression.  

Most recently, I am excited to report Congressman Pence and I introduced the `Daniel Pearl Freedom of the Press Act of 2009'' – H.R.1861. 
We introduced this bill because we believe that our government must promote freedom of the press by putting on center stage those countries in which journalists are killed, imprisoned, kidnapped, threatened, or censored. This legislation calls upon the Secretary of State to submit an annual report on the status of freedom of the press worldwide, bringing attention to those governments, extremists, and criminal groups which seek to silence opposition. 

To further this effort, our legislation also establishes a grant program aimed at broadening and strengthening the independence of journalists and media organizations. Too often media assistance programs are short-term, ranging from one year projects to weekend workshops, and are buried as a second thought under broader human rights programs. 

The Daniel Pearl Freedom of the Press Act of 2009 will give prominence to freedom of the press projects within the State Department, and ensure a long-term, holistic approach to journalist and media development.

As all of us here today know, citizens rely upon credible, accurate information from the media to make informed decisions and hold their leaders accountable.  For media to be successful in this mission, however, they must be able to practice their profession free from threats and harassment. At a time when two high profile cases—that of Roxana Saberi in Iran, and Euna Lee and Laura Ling in North Korea—have reminded us how dangerous the profession of journalism is, the work of the Committee to Protect Journalists and the International News Safety Institute requires greater attention and assistance. 
Their safety training programs and campaigns against impunity in journalists’ murders are vital tools to promote and expand free speech. These efforts strengthen independent media in societies where social dislocation, conflict, or political transition can undermine the roots of democracy. When countries experience political transition or periods of conflict, the pressures upon journalists, editors, and media support workers intensify, making reports more vulnerable. 

Today, we will hear from two journalists who have defied such pressures in order to expose political corruption, organized crime, and human rights violation in the face of extreme harassment, legal battles, and death threats. Journalists like Fatima and Jenny, who know well the antagonistic environment in which they are operating, yet continue reporting to keep their readers informed and their leaders accountable to such violations, deserve recognition and support for their contribution to freedom of expression around the world.

While we discuss this topic this morning, I hope that we will keep in mind the importance of aiding grassroots democracy advocates in their efforts to foster independent media in developing and democratizing countries around the world. 
I am pleased to be a part of this discussion here today, and thank you all for you commitment to free press. Now I’ll turn the podium over to Mark Helmke, who will make remarks on behalf of Senator Lugar, who is also an honorary co-host for this morning’s event.

