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What is IYF?

• Founded in 1990, a nonprofit organization committed to 

preparing young people worldwide to lead healthy, productive 

and engaged lives

• A global network of non-profit partners operating in nearly 70 

countries

• An alliance-builder across sectors to leverage knowledge, 

resources, and experience – ‘what works’

• A business model proven to promote effectiveness, scale and 

sustainability



Across Four Themes

Education:

Ensure access to quality education 

and increased opportunities for 

learning

Employability:

Build young people’s employment, 

entrepreneurial, and life skills

Health:

Prepare young people to lead 

healthy lives and make informed 

decisions

Leadership & Engagement:

Promote young people as leaders of 

positive social change 



Where We Operate

AFRICA – 9

Ghana, Kenya, 

Malawi, Mozambique, 

Rwanda, South 

Africa, Tanzania, 

Uganda, Zambia

ASIA/PACIFIC – 11

Australia, China, 

Chinese Taipei, 

India, Indonesia, 

Japan, Pakistan, 

Philippines,  

Republic of Korea, 

Sri Lanka, Thailand

EUROPE – 23

Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Finland, Germany, 

Hungary, Ireland, Kosovo, Macedonia, Moldova, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 

Russia, Serbia & Montenegro, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Turkey, United Kingdom

NORTH AMERICA – 3

Canada, Mexico, USA

70 Countries Total

NORTH AFRICA & 

MIDDLE EAST – 5

Egypt, Israel, 

Jordan, Morocco, 

Palestine

THE CARIBBEAN & 

SOUTH AMERICA – 19

Argentina, Belize, 

Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, 

Colombia, Dominican 

Republic, Ecuador,  El 

Salvador, Guatemala, 

Honduras, Nicaragua, 

Panama, Paraguay, 

Peru, Puerto Rico, 

Uruguay, Venezuela



What is YouthActionNet®?

The Program: 
YouthActionNet® is a global youth leadership program which promotes 
and strengthens the role of today’s youth leaders

The Audience: 

Young social entrepreneurs, ages 18-29

The Results:
– 140 youth leaders in 55 countries received YouthActionNet Global Program awards, 

workshops and year-long fellowship. 

– 75 youth leaders in Mexico, Brazil, Spain participate in national Institutes

– 25 Global Fellows received Starbucks Innovation Grants

– 10,000 youth engaged through YouthActionNet website



Brief look back

• What Works in Youth Media: Case Studies from Around the World

by Sheila Kinkade and Christy Macy

International Youth Foundation © 2003

http://www.iyfnet.org/uploads/WW%20-Youth%20Led%20Media.pdf 





Trends: Let’s get specific!

Mobile.

Mobile.

Mobile.
(and more mobiles.)

Internet

Radio
(still)

Rocks!



Yes, but what are they doing?

Mobile Telephony

Protest Cell

Bright Simons
mPedigree

Ghana

Lana Hijazi
Palestine Territories

Erion Veliaj
Albania



Online Youth Media / Radio

Talia Delgado
Romania

Nnaemeka Ikegwuonu
Smallholders Farmers 

Rural Radio, Nigeria
Tom Dawkins
Australia



Censorship

Egypt v. FacebookChina v. Grass Mud Horses





Opportunities

• Access (often hard to reach) youth

• Key to scale

• Key to innovation, cost reduction, 

dynamic / organic collaboration

• Youth-led v. youth serving: informed, 

effective and they are already doing it.



Challenges
• Not a panacea

• Still exclusive / inaccessible to much of 

the bottom of the pyramid

• Full web impact is broadband 

dependent. Mobile needs provider 

engagement

• Joining v. acting / M&E



Khalida Brohi, Pakistan
WAKE UP! Campaign against honor killing



Thank you!

Katherine Kinzer

k.kinzer@iyfnet.org

410-951-2314

www.youthactionnet.org 

www.twitter.com/katbaloo

http://www.linkedin.com/in/katbaloo 

Skype: katkat282


