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The Digital and Mobile Security for 
Journalists and Bloggers is a program of 
Freedom House and the International 
Center for Journalists conducted in 
Mexico
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September 2011

Two Twitter users who reported 
frequently about local crime were 
found hanged from a pedestrian 
bridge in Nuevo Laredo.
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An online journalist who was 
tracking crime in a website called 
Nuevo Laredo en Vivo, was killed in  
that border city, a turf of Los Zetas, 
a drug cartel created by former 
soldiers



FROM DIGITAL TO PHYSICAL

A message 
was left 
threatening all 
social media 
users reporting 
crime in Nuevo 
Laredo   



TWITTER USER ARRESTED



RESTRICTING LAWS



A BLOGGER GO TO JAIL



TWITTER ACCOUNTS HACKED 



THE SURVEY

● A 21-question electronic survey was 
distributed to a group of trusted journalists, 
bloggers and human rights defenders.

● The results offer quantitative evidence on 
the digital and mobile vulnerability of 
journalists and bloggers working in high risk 
areas of Mexico.



PARTICIPANTS FROM 20 STATES



POSITION



THREATS OR ATTACKS



BIGGEST PHYSICAL RISK



SECURITY CONCERNS



COLLEAGUES´ SECURITY



DIGITAL RISKS



RELY ON THE INTERNET



USE OF TECHNOLOGY
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SOCIAL NETWORKS



MOBILE COMMUNICATION



RECOMMENDATIONS

● Urgent need to increase digital and mobile 
security skills.

● Essential to help journalists and bloggers to 
adopt new applications and strategies to 
reduce digital risk.

● Help media companies to better understand 
the online and mobile threats employees 
face.

● Heñlp newsrooms adopt a culture of 
awareness that includes digital vigilance



RECOMMENDATIONS

● Build a community of media security experts.
● Invite journalists and bloggers to form a 

network dedicated to online and mobile 
security.

● Offer more on-line and in-person training 
programs on digital and mobile security 
tools.
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